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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT INFRASTRUCTURE CO-CONTRIBUTION — 2018–19 STATE BUDGET 

316. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Treasurer: 
Can the Treasurer confirm to the house that the government submitted a wish list of infrastructure projects to the 
federal government totalling $5.4 billion, of which the federal government has committed $3.2 billion? If so, where 
in the budget is the required state contribution of $2.2 billion? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
I can confirm that we submitted to the commonwealth government a list of projects, both rail and road, and, as per 
the budget, some have been funded where we have made decisions to fund, and some work will be ongoing. 
Ultimately, we have a national partnership on both road and rail expiring next year. That work will continue 
through until then. Some of the road funding in particular has been proposed at 50–50. To be frank, I do not really 
want to get out of bed for less than 80–20 these days and the good work with Mathias Cormann is happy to continue 
those conversations around the commonwealth contribution. To be frank, for some of those road projects going 
into the future, we still need to do the business case work, and understand the route definition and likely cost of 
those roads. Once we have gone through that process, over time, we will bring those into book when the 
government makes decisions on its budget. That is not unusual; it is not shocking. It is the reality of good budget 
management, because otherwise we would be saying that, when a commonwealth government, a week out from 
our budget, puts money into it, we have just got to whack billions of dollars in to match it, regardless of the fact 
that we know nothing about the cost of some of these projects, or where they may or may not be. Clearly, that 
deals with the roads. In respect of the rail, we are committed to Metronet, and as we have gone through and as we 
are going through the business case work, we will bring them to book and cashflow them accordingly—the sort of 
thing the Leader of the Opposition was not particularly good at when he sat on this side of the chamber. 
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